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� Physical Battering - The abuser’s physical attacks or aggressive behavior

can range from bruising to murder. It often begins with what is excused as

trivial contacts which escalate into more frequent and serious attacks. 

� Sexual Abuse - Physical attack by the abuser is often accompanied by, or

culminates in, sexual violence wherein the woman is forced to have sexual

intercourse with her abuser or take part in unwanted sexual activity. 

� Psychological Battering -The abuser’s psychological or mental violence

can include constant verbal abuse, harassment, excessive possessiveness,

isolating the woman from friends and family, deprivation of physical and

economic resources, and destruction of personal property. 
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Lack of community resources is a major source of difficult amongst GLBT victims.

Very few crisis intervention centers have been trained on issues peculiar to this community.  Many

GLBT have been turned away or frustrated with the lack of understanding with in these

organizations.  These is especially true of gay males and transgender individuals.  Mainstream

support organizations are not prepared to deal with these unique populations and there needs.

The GLBT community is often shortsighted when it comes to addressing DV.

NCAVP (2001) identified a tendency of many LGBT organizations to dismiss or minimize the

problem.  The report attributed this to a desire to make LGBT relationships look as “normal” as

possible and not call attention to problems with in the community.  Clearly, this problem will not go

away with a “head in the sand approach” and needs to be addressed by the larger LGBT

Community.

Legal protection is often unavailable or difficult to obtain by LGBT victims.  There is

no consensus among states as to what constitutes domestic violence or who is able to receive

protection.  NCAVP (2001) identified the following situations as they pertain to GLBT victims and

their ability to get protection orders:

Domestic Violence Protective Orders Are CLEARLY UNAVAILABLE

to Victims of Same-Sex Abuse in Six Jurisdictions

Domestic Violence Protective Orders Are ARGUABLY UNAVAILABLE

to Victims of Same-Sex Abuse in One Jurisdiction

Domestic Violence Protective Orders Are NEUTRALLY AVAILABLE

to Victims of Same-Sex Abuse in Thirty-Nine Jurisdictions

� � � � � 	! � � � � � , 1 : +, 2+1-



Domestic Violence Protective Orders are AFFIMATIVELY AVAILABLE to

Victims of Same-Sex Abuse in Six States
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