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Physical Battering - The abuser’s physical attacks or aggressive behavior
can range from bruising to murder. It often begins with what is excused as
trivial contacts which escalate into more frequent and serious attacks.
Sexual Abuse - Physical attack by the abuser is often accompanied by, or
culminates in, sexual violence wherein the woman is forced to have sexual
intercourse with her abuser or take part in unwanted sexual activity.
Psychological Battering -The abuser’s psychological or mental violence
can include constant verbal abuse, harassment, excessive possessiveness,
isolating the woman from friends and family, deprivation of physical and

economic resources, and destruction of personal property.
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Honeymoor—may appear hopeful and positive
May focus on what seems good in the relationship and the
efforts their partner is making
Likely to minimize their degree of risk
Refer toabuse more as a past concern
If a client responds positively 10 a general screening for domestic
violenoe and downplays risk or lends 1o focus on positive
nspects
Clarify the length of ime since the last incident
Dretermine if medical or other intervention was necded or
abtained
Provide infommaticn're ferrals

Tension building—may be uncomfortable, anxious, in anticipation
May minimize past incidents
Grraater Focus on fears about partner’s aclioms
Concern ahout a partner’s level of upsel
May feel like they're walking on eggshells
It a client responds positively 10 a general screening for domestic
violenoe and tends to express fear, concern and hesitation:
Validale their concern
Inquire about what the client thinks sauigft happen if his or
her partner gels angry
Ask what hap pened the last time his or her pariner got angry
Provide infommaticayre ferrals
Rlow-Up—likely extremely fearful, increased danger
Grraater focus on their safiety, but often fearful to act
Likely to more easily recall past abusive incidents
May experience thoughts of *Right or fight’
IT & client responds positively 1o a general scroening for domestic
violence and anticipates risk:
As=ess degree and immediacy of risk
IMicit a briaf history of past incidents and whether medical
ar palice intervention had boen neaded or obtained
Oibviain history of stalking behaviors or use of weapons
Ask il there is a valid Order of Protection
Dratermine saltety for client to retum home
Provide assistance in safety planning
Provide appropriate referrals
Plan follow-up with client

? Approach besed on Walkers™ theory of the Cvcle of Violence(s).
Assessment of safety and risk must be conducted regularly with
clients involved in domestic violence to determine appropriate
intervention(s}.

" Lable 3 1966 Diane K. Dolan-Soto, C5. W 5
Leshian Anti-Violenoe Project.
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Lack of community resources is a major source of difficult amongst GLBT victims.
Very few crisis intervention centers have been trained on issues peculiar to this community. Many
GLBT have been turned away or frustrated with the lack of understanding with in these
organizations. These is especially true of gay males and transgender individuals. Mainstream
support organizations are not prepared to deal with these unique populations and there needs.

The GLBT community is often shortsighted when it comes to addressing DV.
NCAVP (2001) identified a tendency of many LGBT organizations to dismiss or minimize the
problem. The report attributed this to a desire to make LGBT relationships look as “normal” as
possible and not call attention to problems with in the community. Clearly, this problem will not go
away with a “head in the sand approach” and needs to be addressed by the larger LGBT
Community.

Legal protection is often unavailable or difficult to obtain by LGBT victims. There is
Nno consensus among states as to what constitutes domestic violence or who is able to receive
protection. NCAVP (2001) identified the following situations as they pertain to GLBT victims and

their ability to get protection orders:

Domestic Violence Protective Orders Are CLEARLY UNAVAILABLE
to Victims of Same-Sex Abuse in Six Jurisdictions

Domestic Violence Protective Orders Are ARGUABLY UNAVAILABLE
to Victims of Same-Sex Abuse in One Jurisdiction

Domestic Violence Protective Orders Are NEUTRALLY AVAILABLE

to Victims of Same-Sex Abuse in Thirty-Nine Jurisdictions

! 1 14 24-



Domestic Violence Protective Orders are AFFIMATIVELY AVAILABLE to

Victims of Same-Sex Abuse in Six States
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USING ECONOMIC
ABUSE

Preventing her from geting
ar keeping a job « making
hier ask for money ® giving
hes an allowance = Laking
her meney = nal leiting her
howt or have acoess
pily income

USING COERCION USING
AND THREATS INTIMIDATION
Maksng andior carrying Making her afrsid by using
oul threats o do Fooks, actsons, pestures »
samething 1o hur her = smashing things *
threatening 1o leave her, desiroving her properly »
to commil sussde, Lo abusing pets = displaving
repon her 1o welfare » weapEns
making her drop charges
= making her do illegal
thangs

USING
EMOTIONAL
ABUSE
Putting her dovwn + making
her feel bad ghow herself «
calling her names = making
her think she”s crazy or feel
bad abowt herself -« plaving
mind games * humiliaiing
bt = making ber feel

aailoy

POWER

USING
PRIVILEGE

Treating her like a servam
making all the big decisians
reg ke the “masser of
the castle™ # being the one
16 define robes » wsing
racism, lablhism and
homophobis 10 keep her in
lime

AND
CONTROL

USING
ISOLATION

Canirolling what she does, wha
she sees and talks o, whal she
reads, whstre she gocs » hmiting
her cangide mvelvement s using
jealousy to justify actians

USING MINIMIZING,
CHILDREN DENYING
Making her feel guitiy AND BLAMING

about the chaldren » bdaking light o

wsing the children o abuse and not taking
relay miessages # using her comcerns abowt it
visitation o harass hes senously = ssving 1he
» thresiening to take abuse dudn’t hagpen
the chiddren away shifting responsibility
for abusive behavios «
savang she caused 11

.

PR .
"Vsical \yjoLENCE S

Fig. 2. Power and Control Wheel. Adapted from the Domestic Abuse Intervention Project, Duluth, MN.
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Gender of Victims

2500 =
Male
2000 —
1500 |-
1000 - 2456 |
F =| [
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Female

Sexual Orientation of Victims

Quest/iUnsure, 1%
Heterosexual, 4%

Bisexual, 6%

Lesbian/Gay, 72%
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Age of Victims
Under 18, 1%

18- 22,

66+, <1%

45 = 64, 7%

Race/Ethnicity of Victims

African - American, 10%
’ Arab/Middle
Eastern, <1%

Asian/Pacific
Islander, 3%

Multi -
Unkinowin, 30% P Latinalo, 10% racial, 1%

Other, 2%
Native American, 1%
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